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REGISTRATION OF PERSONS

[No. 32 0of 1968
No. 32 of 1968 o
REGISTRATION OF PERSONS

AN ACT TO PROVIDE FOR THE REGISTRATION OF CERTAIN
PERSONS WHO. ARE IN CEYLON, FOR THE ISSUE OF

IDENTITY CARDS TO THE PERSONS SO REGISTERED, AND FOR
PURPOSES CONNECTED THEREWITH OR INCIDENTAL

[22nd June, 1968

5th April, 1971 *]

1. This Act may be cited as the Registtation of

Persons Act, No. 32 of 1968, and shall come into

" operation on such date as may be appointed by the

Minister by Order published in the Gazctte (in this
Act referred to as the “ appoin‘ted date "’)

the age eighteen years, not being a person—
(a) who is not liable to registration by :
operation of the provisions of subsection (2) ;
or

or after that date in-contravention of the

erftion of the provismns of section 15
at Act ; or

- (d) whe is liable to removal to India from Ceylon
under section 15 of the Indo-Ceylon Agreement
(Implementatxon) Act No 14 of 1967,

(2) The followmg persons shall not be liablé to

registration : —

(a) a person who is the holder of a valid visa or
endorsement granted to him under the
Immigrants and Emigrants Act; or

(b) a person who is exempted. from the operation of
Part III of that Act by, or by virtue of, an
Order made under section 2 (1) of that Act; or

(¢) a person who is the holder of a valid residence
permit issued under the Indo-Ceylon Agree-
ment (Implementation) Act, No. 14 of 1967.

* 5th April, 1971, appointed as date of operation by Order pub-
lished in Gazette No. 14,952 of 1st April, 1971.
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Short title
and date of
operation.

(§2, 37 of 1971.}
(82, 87 of 1071.)

(§ 2, 87 of 1971.]
(82,37 of 19711
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3. (1) For the purposes of this Act, there may be
appoinied— -

(a) a person, by name or by office, to be or to act as
the Commissioner for the Registration of
Persons ;

(b) a person, or two or more persons, by name or
by office, to be or to act ag & Deputy Commis-
sioner,” or Deputy Commissioners, for the
Registration of Persons; and = ,

(¢) two or more persons, by name or by office, to be
or to act as Assistant Commissioners for the
Registration of Persons. '

(2) For the purposes of this Act, there may be
appointed such number of persons, by name’or by
office, to be or to act as Registration Officers and
Certifying Officers, and such number of other officers
and servants, as may be necessary for such purposes.

4. In the exercise, performance or discharge of ther
powers, duties or functions, -conferred, - imposed or
assigned by or under this Act— wrasenii,

(a) the Commissioner shall be subject to the general

or special directions of the Minister ; and

(b) any Deputy Comimissioner, any Assistant

- Commissioner, any Certifying Officer and any
Registration Officér shall be’ subject to the
general or special directions of the Commis.
sioner. o G

3. - (1) The Commissioner may, either.generally or
specially, authorize any Deputy Commissioner, any
Assistant Commissioner or any Divisional Revenue
Officer to exercise, perform or discharge. any power,
duty or function conferred or -imposed upon, or
assigned to, the Commissioner by or under this Act:

Provided, however, that the preceding provisions of
this section shall not apply to the power to compound
offences conferred upon the Commiss:oper by section
51;
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(2) Any Government Agent, may, subject to the
general direction and control of the Commissioner,
exercise, perform or discharge any powgr, duty or
function conferred or imposed upon, or .assigned to,
the Commissioner by or under this Act.

Parr II

Registration of Persons

6. For the purposes of this Act, the Commissioner
shall open and maintain, or cause to be opened and
maintained, a book to be called the * Register of
Persons”, in the prescribed form, in which persons
shall be registered from.time to time, under and in
accordance with the provisions of this Act..

7. (1) The Minister may, by Order published in the
Gazette, appoint, in respect of all districts, a period
within which persons liable to registration who are in
any.such district are required to apply for such regis-
tration under and in accordance with the provisions
of this Act. The period so appointed shall commence
on the same date, and shall, subject to the provisions
of any Order published by the Minister under sub-
section (2), expire on the same date, in respect of all
districts. ‘

(2) The date of the expiration of the period appoint-
ed by Order published in the Gazette by the Minister
under subsection (1) may be altered, in respect of any
district, from time to time by the Minister by a like
Order.

(3) The Minister shall cause copies of any Order
made under the preceding provisions of this section to
be published in such Sinhala, Tamil and English news-
papers, and to be exhibited in such conspicuous place
or places in all or any district, as he may deem best
calculated to give publicity thereto.

(4) Regulations may be made under this Act pres-
cribing the period within which persons who are not
liable to registration, but who subsequently become s0
liable, shall apply for such registration under and in
accordance with the provisions of this Act.
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Obligation
of persons
liable to
registration
to apply for
such
registration.

“Applications
for

registration.

[§2, 28 of 1071.)

[§8, 87 of 1971)

12, 28 of 1971.)

[§ 2, 28 of 1071.)

[§ 8, 87 of 1071.)

8. A person liable to registration shall, within
appropriate appointed period, apply for such regis
tion under and in accordance with the provision
this Act.

9. (1) Every application for registration shall
addressed to the Commissioner, and shall be delive:
to the appropriate Certifying Officer for transmissi
to the Commissioner or Government Agent.

(2) Every application for registration—

(a) shall be in writing ;

(b) shall be in th prescribed form and shall conta

' the prescribed particulars ;

(bb) shall,—

(i) if no certificate of waiver in respect ¢
the fee for such registration which th
Minister is hereby authorized to fix b,
notification published in the Gazette ha
been issued to the applicant under thi
Act, bear a stamp or stamps of the valu:
of such fee ; or :

o

(ii) if such certificate has been issued to fhe
applicant, have such certificate attached
: to the application ;

(c) shall be signed by the applicant ; and

(d) Repealed.

(e) shall bear the prescribed endorsements under the
hand of such Certifying Officer.

Where a person is unable to make such application
himself by reason of the fact that he is physically dis-
abled or is of unsound mind, such application may be

- made and signed on his behalf by his guardian or other

person having the care and custody of such person.

(3) An application for registration shall be accom-
panied by three unmounted copies of a photograph of
the applicant of the prescribed dimensions, specifica-
tions, standards and quality.

(4) It shall be the duty of the appropriate Certifying
Officer, upon being requested so to do, to make the

endorsements referred to in paragraph (e) of sub-
section (2).
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REGISTRATION OF PERSONS [No.320f 1968

~(5) Upon the receipt of an application for registra-
tion, the appropriate Certifying Officer shall—

(a) if such application is not returned to the appli-

. cant as required by paragraph (cyof this sub-
section, make a written acknowledgement of
the receipt of such application to the applicant ;
and y

(b) if such application has 'been duly made under
and in accordance with the provisions of this
Act or any regulation made thereunder, trans-
mit such application, within seven days of its
receipt, to the Commissioner ; or

(¢) if such application has not been so made, return
it tc the applicant for compliance with such
provisions. .

10. (1) An application for vregis‘tx"ation may be
rejected by the Commissioner— : :

(a) if the application is not made under and in
accordance with the provisions of this Act, or
any regulation made thereunder ; or )

(b) if the applicant is not a person liable to registra-
tion under this Act, or is not a person liable to
such registration by virtue of paragraph (b) or
paragraph (c) or paragraph (d) of subsection
(1) of section 2, or paragraph (a) or paragraph

_(b) or paragraph (c) of subsection (2) of that
section ; or )

(¢) if the applicant is already a registered person ;
or

(d) on the ground specified in section 37, -
and accordingly, no such application shall be rejected
by the Commissioner except in’any of the circumstan-
ces referred to in the preceding provisions of this
section. )

(2) In the event of any application for registration
or any application for a duplicate of an identity card
being rejected by the Commissioner it shall be his duty
to inform the applicant in writing that such application
has been rejected and such written information shall
include a statement of the grounds for such rejection.

5

4§ 4, 87 of 1971.)

(8 4,87 of 1971.]
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(3) Where the Commissioner rejects an application
for registration in the circumstances specified in para-
graph (a) or paragraph (d) of subsection (1), the ap-
plicant shall be entitled to make a fresh application
for such registration under this Act.

11. (1) Upon the receipt of an application for regis-
tration, the Commissioner—

(a) may reject the application on any ground re-
“ferred to in section 10 ;.or

(b) if he does not so reject it, shall allow the appli-
cation.

(2) Where the Comm.issioner»allow‘s an application
for registration, he shall register the applicant in the
Register of Persons by entering in such Register the
prescribed particulars relating to the applicant, -

“Every entry made in the Register of Persons under
this subsection is in this Act referred to as a “registra-
tion entry ”, A person registered under this subsection
is’in this Act referred to as a “registered person ”,

(3) Where the Commissioner has, in consequence of
his decision on any application for registration, regis-
tered the applicant, tfi Commissioner shall ‘cause a
copy of the registration entry relating to the applicant
certified under his hand to be served on the applicant.

12. Any applicant for registration who is aggrieved
by the decision of the Commissioner on his application
for registration may, within a period of three weeks
reckoned from the date on which notice of such decision
was served on such applicant, appeal against that deci-
sion to any appropriate Tribunal. ;

13. The’decision of the Commissioner on any appli-
cation for registration shall, where no appeal against
such decision is preferred to an appropriate Tribunal
within the period allowed therefor by this Act, be
final and conclusive,
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Issue of
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188, 28 of 1971.)

148, 25 of 1971.)

for such purpose by the Minister from time to time
in the Gazette, to the effect ‘that he is satisfied that
such person is the holder of an identity card, it shall

be presumed, until the contrary is proved by such
person, that such person is the holder of such card.

16. " (1) Any person who has lost his identity -card
shall immediately report such loss to the nearest police,
station, and shall thereafter forthwith apply to the

Commissioner for a duplicate of that identity card.

(2) An lgpplgicaﬁdﬁ for a duplicate of an identity
card under this section— ) .
(a) sha}l be madé in. the prescribed form ;
® sha—
-.(1) it no certificate 'of waiver in respect of the
fee for the issue of such duplicate which
the Minister is hereby authorized to fix

by notification published in the Gazette -

has been issued to the applicant under-
this Act, bear a stamp.er-stamps of the
value of such fee; or :
(i) if such’ certificats has been issued fo the
applicant, have such certificate attached
_ to the application; e :
(c) shall be signed by the applicant ; and .
(d) shall be accompanied by a certified copy of the
*° ‘relevant extract of ‘the ‘information” book of
the police ‘station t6 which ‘the loss of the
" ‘original of such card was reported by the
applicant, and. three unmounted- copies of a
photograph of the applicant of the prescribed
- dimensions, specifications, ‘standards’ ‘and
quality. i S SRRy
(3) Upon the receipt of an application for the issue
of a duplicate of an identity card made under and in
accordance with the preceding provisions of ‘this
section, the Commissioner shall-issue’such duplicate
to the “applicant unless he rejects such application
upon the ground .that the application is. not ‘made

under and in accordance with the provisions of ' this

Act, or any regulation made thereunder.

8
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Parrt 111

Identity Cards

14. The Commissioner shall, as soon as prﬁ:ticable
after a person becomes a registered person, issue
to that person an identity card. Such card—

o (a) shall be in the prescribed form and shall
contain the prescribed particulars; :

.

(b) shall bear one of the topies of the photograph
furnished by that person along with his
i application for registration; and

(c) shall bear the signature, or a facsimile of the
signature, of the Commissioner, the Deputy
Commissioner, an Assistant Commissioner,
or a Registration Officer or, in lieu of, or in
addition to, such signature or facsimile a

* distinguishing mark imposed on that card
) by a machine or other device by or under the
authority of the Commissioner.

_15. (1) The holder of an identity card shall, on a
request made by the Commissioner or any other
prescribed officer, produce that card at such time and
place ‘as shall be specified in such request, and permit
it to be inspected : ’

Provided, however, that no person shall be deemed
to have contravened the preceding provisions of this
section, if his identity card had, at the time of the
alleged contravention, been lost and he has complied
with the provisions of subsection (1) of section 16
relating .to the reporting of such loss to the nearest
police station, and the making of an application for
the issue of a duplicate identity card.

: : (2) If in any prosecution against any person for an
offence under this Act by reason of a contravention of
the provisions of subsection (1), there is produced a
certificate issued by the Commissioner, a Deputy
A, i ‘ Commissioner, an Assistant Commissioner, or a police
officer of a rank not below that of Assistant Superin-
tendent or any such public officer as may be notified

v
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(4) Repealed.

17. (1) Where an identity card is damaged, defaced,

or illegible or in danger of becommg ﬂleglble,
the holder of that card shall forthwith—

(a) report that fact in writing to the Commissioner ;
and ;

(b) apply to the Commissioner for a duplicate of
" that card.

(2) An application for a duphcate of an identity card
under this section—

(a) shall be in the prescribed form;
(aa) shail—

(i) if no certificate of waiver in respect of the
fee for the issue of a duplicate of such
card has been issued to the applicant
under this Act, bear a stamp or stamps
iof the value of such fee; or

(ii) if such certificate has been issued to the
. . applicant, have such certificate attached
i to the application ; :

(b) shall be signed by the a’pplicant ; and

(c) shall be accompanied by three unmounted copies
of a photograph of the applicant. of the pres-
cribed dimensions, speclﬁcatxons, standards and
quality, and the original of that card. '

(3) No application for the issue of a duplicate iden-
tity card shall be refused by the Commissioner except
upon the ground that the application is not made under
and in accordance with the provisions of thls Act, or
any regulation made thereunder.

'(4) Regulations may be made under this Act provid-
ing for the issue by the Commissioner upon the expira-
tion of each such period of time as may be specified
therein to the holders of existing identity cards of new
identity cards in replacement of such existing cards.
Such regulations may contain provisions similar or
substantially similar to the provisions made by this
Act in relation to the issue of duplicate identity cards.

e

1§ 5, 87 of 1071.]
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6, 37 of 1071.
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(§ 6, 37 of 1971.) (5) Repealed' S

Recovery of 18. (1) Where a person who has lost his- identity

Lﬁtﬁfem"y card subsequently recovers possession of that card, such -
person shall,—

(a) if the provisions of subsection (1) of section 16 -
have been complied with by such person prior
to such recovery, forthwith inform the police

" station referred to in that subsection, and the
Commissioner of the fact of such recovery ; and
~(b) if a duplicate of that card had been issued to
him prior to such recovery, surrender the ori-

ginal of that card to the Commissioner for can- .
cellation within the prescribed period. -

(2) Any person who finds an identity card which

Was not issued to him shall forthwith surrender that
card to the Commissioner or the nearest police station. -
Surrender of 19.° (1) In the event of the death of the holder of an
Ty identity card, the person having the custody of that
- card shall forthwith surrender it to the Registrar of
- Deaths to whom the occurrencesof that death is reported
and such Registrar shall, upon such surrender, transmit ~
that card to the Commissioner. i
(2) Regulations may be made under ‘this Act pro- -
viding for the surrender of identity cards by persons.
leaving Ceylon bermanently. T
Appeals to an 20. An applicant for the duplicate of an identity: -
.‘}ggggg‘te card who is aggrieved by the decision of the Commis-
against sioner on such application may; within a period of three
decislons weeks reckoned from the date on which notice of such
Commissioner  decision was served on such applicant, appeal against
?;',._ ’tf{f;}ff;‘t‘g;’ that decision to an appropriate Tribunal,
of identity 3 ‘ ]
cards,
Finality of 21. The decision of the Commissioner on any appli-
fheec%‘g,’:;n‘;:_ cation for a duplicate of an identity card shall, where
sioner on . o appeal against such decision is preferred to an appro-
fo doniont | " priste Tribunal within the period allowed therefor by
g:rx;;isenﬁty this Act, be final and conclusive.

10
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22. (1) The holder of an identity card shall not ng_gtixt%t

1}

transfer or assign that card to any other person, and
any such transfer or assignment effected in contraven-
tion of the preceding provisions of this séétion shall be

null and void.

(2) No person shall cause damage to, or deface, or
in any way alter or change the character of, any iden-
tity card, or make any unauthorized duplicate of such
card.

(3) Any transferor or transferee, assignor or assignee

. of an identity card under subsection (1), or any person

who has damaged or defaced or in any way altered or
changed the character thereof, or made any unauthoriz-
ed duplicate thereof, under subsection (2), shall be
guilty of an offence under this Act, and shall be liable

" to a fine not exceeding one thousand rupees, or to im-

prisonment of either description for a term of not less
than three months but not more than one year, or to
both such fine and imprisonment.

23. (1) No person, other than the Commissioner or
any other officer, acting in the course of his duty as
such, shall make any mark, endorsement, or entry
upon, or erase, cancel or alter any such mark, endorse-
ment or entry contained in any identity card, or other-
wise deface or destroy such card.

(2) Any mark, endorsement, or entry, or any erasure,
cancellation or alteration, referred to in subsection 1)
shall be properly authenticated by the Commissioner
or other officer responsible therefor.

24. The Commissioner shall not issue more than one
identity card to any person, notwithstanding that such
person, whether by inadvertence or otherwise, is regis-
tered more than once in the Register of Persons; and
accordingly any such card issued by the Commissioner
in contravention of the preceding provisions of this sec-
tion shall be invalid and of no effect for the purposes
of this Act.

demmafana
transferable,

1§ 5, 28 of 1971.)

{8 5, 28 of 1971.)

1§ 6, 28 of 1971}
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Parr IV
- Registration of Persons Tribunals

25. (1) The Minister, after consultation with the
Minister of Justice, may, in respect of each district,
) y’

establish such number of Tribunals to be known as

‘Registration of Persons Tribunals as may be necessary

for the purposes of this Act. Any such Tribunal = (in
this Act referred to as a “ Tribunal ”) may, after like
consultation, be abolished by the Minister,

- (2) A Tribunal shall consist of one merxiber‘,_and ac-
cordingly there may be appointed one person, by name
or by office, to be or to act as such member.

26.. Every appeal against the decision of the Com-
missioner on any application for registration, , or* for
the duplicate of an identity card, made to any appro-
priate Tribunal may be entertained, heard and deter-
mined by such Tribunal. :

27. A Tribunal shall keep a record of all suchbro—
ceedings before the Tribunal as relate to the entertain-

. ing, hearing and deciding of every.appeal made to the- -

Tribunal under this Act.

28. - A Tribunal shall, for the purpose of entertaining
and hearing and deciding every appeal made- to the
Tribunal under this Act, have all the powers of a Dis-
trict Court— : e i s

(a) to summon and compel the attendance of wit.

. nesses; et R s

(b) to compel the production of documents ; ang -
(c) to administer any oath or affirmation to witnesses,
e 4 : :

29, - Every person giving evidence on any matter =
before a Tribunal shall be bound to state the truth oni -
such matter, : : s

30. Every decision of a Tribunal ‘on any appeal made
to the Tribunal under this Act shall contain the reasons
therefor. o '

12
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31. The decision of a Tribunal on any appeal made
to the Tribunal under this Act shall, unless for special
reason the Tribunal directs otherwise, contain an
order as to the person who is to pay the cost of the
proceedings relating to the appeal and shall determine
the amount of such costs. * .

32. (1) The proceedings before a Tribunal on any
appeal made to the Tribunal under this Act shall as
far "as possible to free from the formalities and

technicalities of the rules of procedure and evidence .

ordinarily or normally applicable to a court of law,
and may be conducted by the Tribunal in any manner,
not inconsistent with the principals of natural justice,
which to the Tribunal may seem best adapted to
elicit proof concerning the matters that are being
investigated. )

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Act, the practice
and procedure to be followed in the making of any
appeal to a Tribunal under this Act, and by a Tribunal
in the entertaining, hearing and deciding of such appeal,
shall be as prescribed by regulations made under this
Act. -

"33. (1) The decision of a Tribunal on any appeal
made to the Tribunal under this Act shall be final
and conclusive. . :

2 A Tribunal shall cause notice of its decision on
any appeal made to the Tribunal under this Act to be

served on the Commissioner, and also on the appellant,’

through the Commissioner.

34, Every offence of contempt committed against

or in disrespect of the authority of a Tribunal shall
be punishable by the Supreme Court or any Judge
thereof under section 47 of the Courts Ordinance as
though it were an offence of contempt committed
against or in disrespect of the authority of that Court.

35. (1) If any person upon vhom a summons is
served, or caused to be served, by a Tribunal —

(a) fails without cause, which in the opinion of
the Tribunal is reasonable, to appear before
the Tribunal at the time and place mentioned
in the summons ; or

¢ 13
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(b) refuses to be sworn ‘or, having been duly sworn,
refuses or fails without cause, which in the
opinion of the Tribunal is reasonable, to answer
any question put to him during the proceedings
On any appeal relating to matters relevant to
the appeal ;’ .

(c) refuses or fails without cause, which in the
opinion of the Tribunal is reasonable, to
produce and  show ‘to the Tribunal “any

document or other thing which is in his

possession or power and which is in the opinion

of the Tribuna] necessary for arriving at the

truth of the matters relevant to the appeal ; or

(@) interferes ‘with the lawful Process of the

Tribunal,

such person shall be guilty of the offence of ct;ntemf:t
against or in disrespect of the authority of the’

Tribunal,
(2) Where a Tribunal determines that a petson hag
committed any offence of contempt (referrc;d to in

subsection (1) ) against or in disrespect of its authority,
the Tribunal may transmit, or cause to be transmitted,

to the Supreme Court a certificate setting out such

determination. Every such certificate shall be signed
by the Tribunal. : :

(3) In ahy proceedings for the'-pum'shmenf of an

offence of contempt which the Supreme Court may .
think fit to take cognizance of as provided in section 34, .
~_any document purporting to be a certificate signed
“and transmitted to the Court under subsection (2)

shall— X
(a) be received in evidence, and be deemed to be
.such a certificate without further proof unless

the contrary is proved ; and : :

(b) be conclusive evidence that the .determination

* set out in the certificate was made by the

Tribunal and of the facts stated in the
determination,

(4) In any proceedihgs taken as provided in section
34 for the punishment of any alleged offence of con-

14
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tempt against or in disrespect of the authority of a
Tribunal, the member of the Tribunal shall not, except
with his own consent, be summoned or examined as a
witness.
Part V . -
General .
36. (1) Subject to the provisions of subsection 3),

the cost of the copies of the photograph which are re-
quired to accompany any application for registration

or for the issue of the duplicate of an identity card
shall be paid by the applicant. =

(2) The maximum charge that may be made for
three copies of the photograph referred to in sub-
section (1) by a registered photographer shall be fixed
by the Minister by notification published in the Gazette.

(3) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in
subsection (1), the cost of the three copies of the
‘photograph of any person referred to in subsection (1)
to whom a certificate of waiver has been issued shall
be paid by the Government, and accordingly shall be
a chaige on the Consolidated Fund of Ceylon.

36a. The Commissioner, a Government Agent or any
Divisional Revenue Officer—

(a) may, on the ground of the poverty of any person,
waive the fee payable by that person for
registration or the issue of a duplicate of an
identity card ; and i

(b) shall, if such fee is so waived, issue to. that
person a certificate of waiver in respect of
such fee.

37. (1) The Commissioner or any other authorized
officer may direct an applicant for registration, or for
a duplicate of an identity card, to furnish, within such
period- as may be specified in the direction, the Com-
missioner or such other officer with such“Information
or documents indicated in the direction relating to
the prescribed particulars specified in the application as
may be necessary for the purpose of enabling the Com-
missioner to dispose of the application, and. if the
applicant fails to comply with such direction, the
Commissioner may reject the application.

2- 15
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(2) For the purposes of subsection (1) and of sec-
tions 38 and 39, the 'expression “authorized officer ”
means any Deputy- Commissioner, any Assistant Com-

missioner, any Government Agent, or Assistant .

Government  Agent or Divisional Revenue Officer.

38. For the purpose of ensuring that the provisions
of this Act are being complied with, the Commissioner
or any other authorized officer may, from time to time,
by general or special direction, require any employer
to furnish, within such period as may be specified in
the direction, to the Commissioner or. such other officer
a return containing all such particulars relating to the
persons. in the employment of such employer as may
be indicated in the direction, and it shall be the duty
of such employer to comply with that direction.

39. (1) The Commissioner, or any other authorized -

officer,— : .
(¢) may direct any person to furnish, within such’
period as shall be specified “in ‘the direction,

 the Commissjoner or such other officer with’

such information within his knowledge as
shall 'be so specified relating to any other
person referred to -in the direction, being
information which is necessary for the
following purpases, namely, the disposal of

any application made by such other person .

under this Act, or for the verification of the

correctness of any particulars specified in any

such .application, or of any return or infor-

> mation made or furnished by -such other

person under this Act; and = :

(b) may, from time to time, hold all such inquiries

" as he may deem necessary for any of such
purposes. TR e

(2) For the purposes of any inquiry held under

subsection (1), the Commissioner or any other autho-

rized officer, shall have all the powers of a District

.Court— y

(a) to summon and compel the  attendance o
witnesges ; - e
(b) to compel the production of documents; and

16
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(c) to administer any oath or affirmation to i
witnesses.
(3) Section 142 of the Civil Procedure Code and

section 132 of the Evidence Ordinance shall apply to a
witness in any proceedings at any inquiry™held under
_subsection (1) as though those proceedings were
proceedings before a civil court, :

40. If in any prosecution for an offence under this
Act, there is produced a certificate issued by the Com-
missioner, a Deputy Commissioner, an Assistant
Commissjoner, or a police officer of a rank not below
that of Assistant Superintendent, to the effect that
he is satisfied that the person either against whom the
prosecution is instituted, or in respect of whom such
offence is alleged to have been committed, is a person—

(a) who is liable ‘to registration, it shall be |

) presumed, until the contrary is proved by the
defence, that such person is a person of the
description referred to in that certificate; or

{b) who was in any district on a date specified in
that certificate, it shall be presumed, until
the contrary is proved by the defence, that
such person was in that district on that date.

41. No prosecution shall be instituted ‘in any court
for any offence under this ‘Actvexcept”with the prior
written sanction of the Commissioner.

42, (1) Every document purporting to be an instru-
ment made or issued by the Commissioner, in pursuance
of any provision of this Act, or any regulaiion made
thereunder, and to be signed by him or on his, behalf,
shall be received in evidence and shall, until the con-
trary is proved, be deemed to be an instrument made
or issued by him.

(2) Prima facie evidence of any instrument referred
1o in subsection (1) may, in any legal proceedings, be
given by the production of a document purporting to
be certified to be a true copy of the instrument
by, or on behalf of, the Commissioner. )

(3) In this section, the expression “ instrument ”
includes any identity card, certificate, direction or
other instrument. '
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43. The Commissioner, each Deputy Commissioner,.
each Assistant Commissioner, every Government
Agent, every Registration Officer, every Certifying
Officer and every other officer acting under the autho-
rity of the Commissioner, shall be deemed to be a peace
officer within the meaning of the Criminal Procedure
Code for the purpose of exercising any power confen-ed
upon a peace officer by that Code

44. (1) Any person who—
(a) fails to make an application for registration in
compliance with the provisions of section 8 ;
(b) gives any incorrect information in such appli-
cation or in response to any inquiry ; or
(¢) makes more than ohe such application ; or
(d) obtains an identity card by fraud; or
(e) notwithstanding the provisions oi sections 24 .
and 47, obtains by fraud or otherwise or is in
possession of or uses more-than one 1dent1ty
- card,
shall be guilty of an offence under this Act, and shall
be liable to a fine not exceeding five hundred rupees. °
(2) Any person who abets or incites any other person

liable to registration not to make an application for - -

registration as required by this Act shall be guilty
of an offence under this Act, and shall be liable to .
rigorous nnpnsonment for a term of one year

(3). Any employer—

(a) who fails to carry out the duty unposed on him
by section 38.to comply with any direction
issued to him under that section to furnish
a return relatmg to any person or persons
in his employment or

(b) who furnishes any such return containing any
particular regarding such person or persons
that is untrue or incorrect, : :

shall be guilty of an offence under this Act, and shall
be liable to a fine of one thousand rupees,—

(i) in the case referred to in paragraph (a) of this
subsection, in respect of each such person or
persons in relation to whom he has omitted
to furnish such return; and .

18
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(ii) in the case referred to in paragraph (b) of this
subsection, in respect of each such person or

persons to whom such untrue or incorrect par-
ticular relates.

(4) Any person who contravenes or hﬁs to comply
with any provision of this Act, other than any such
provision as is referred to in subsections (1) to (3), or
any regulation made thereunder, shall be guilty of an
offence under this Act and shall be liable to a fine not
exceeding one thousand rupees, or to imprisonment of
either description for a term of not less than three
months but not more than one year, or to both such
fine and imprisonment.

45. Upon an application made for registration, the
burden of proving the truth or accuracy of any parti-
culars furnished, or statement made, in connection with
such application shall lie on the applicant.

46. (1) The provisions of this Act shall be without
prejudice to the operation of the' Immigrants and Emi-
grants Act, and accordingly the fact that a person has
applied for registration or is registered in the Register
of Persons or is the holder of an identity card shall not,
if that person has entered or is remaining in Ceylon
in contravention of the provisions of the Immigrants
and Emigrants Act, be deemed or construed to make
lawful his entry or residence in Ceylon.

=(2) The provisions of this Act shall be without preju-
dice to the operation of the Citizenship Act, the Indian
and Pakistani Residents (Citizenship) Act or the Indo-
Ceylon Agreement (Implementation) Act, No. 14 of
1967, and accordingly the fact that a person has applied
for registration or is registered in the Register of
Persons or is the holder of an identity card shall not in
any manner be held to be proof that such person is
or was entitled to citizenship of Ceylon under the provi-
sions of any of the citizenship laws referred to in this
subsection.

(3) The provisions of this Act shall be without pre-
judice to the operation of the Indo-Ceylon Agreement
(Implementation) Act, No. 14 of 1967, and accordingly
the fact that a person has applied for registration or is
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registered in the Register of Persons or is the holder of
an identity card shall not in any way affect the liability
of that person for removal to India from Ceylon under
section 15 of that Act.

47. An identity card which has been issued or obtain-
ed by means of a false representation, or fraud, or
which is not surrendered to the Commissioner under
section 18 (1) (b) within the period referred to in that )
section shall be invalid and of no effect for the purposes
of this Act.

- 48. All offences under this Act shall be triable
summarily by a Magistrate. .

49, (1) Whefe an offence under this Act is
committed—

(a) by a body corporate, every person who, at the
time of the commission of the offence, was a
director, general manager, secretary or other
similar officer of the body corporate or was
purporting to act in such capacity ; or

(b) by a body unincorporaté, every person who, at
the time of the commission of the offence, was
the head or secretary, or a member of the gov--
erning board, of that body, or was purporting
to act in such capacity, ;

shall be deemed to be guilty of that offence unless he
proves that such offence was committed without this
consent or ‘connivance and that he exercised all such
diligence to prevent the commission of such offence as
he ought to have exercised having regard to the nature
of his functions in such capacity and in all the circums-
tances. . x .

(2) For the purposes of this section, the term—

(a) “governing board ”, in relation to a body unin-
corporate, means the person or persons for the
time being charged with the management or
administration of the affairs of that body ;
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(b) “head”, in relation to a body unincorporate,
means the chairman or president for the time
being of that body or, in the absence of a
chairman or president, the person who for the
time being occupies the position ¢ head, by
whatsoever name called, of the management or
administration of the affairs of that body ; and

(c) “secretary”,in relation to a body unincorporate,
includes any person who for the time being
occupies the position of secretary, by whatso-
ever name called.

50. All offences under this Act shall be cognizable
offences for the purposes of the application of the provi-

\sions of the Criminal Procedure Code, notwithstanding .

anything contained in the First Schedule to that Code.

51. The Commissioner may compound any offence
under subsection (1) of section 44 by accepting from
the person who is alleged to have, or is reasonably

suspected of having, committed that offence a sum of

money not exceeding half the amount of the maximum
fine that is liable to be imposed under this Act on
such person for that offence.

52. (1) The Minister may make regulations for the
purpose of giving effect to the principles and provisions
of this Act.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the powers
conferred by subsection (1), the Minister may make
regulations for or in respect of all or any of the follow-
ing matters :—

(a) all matters stated or required by this Act to be
prescribed ;

(b) all matters for which regulations are required
or authorized by this Act to be made ;

(c) Repealed ;

(d) Repealed ;

(e) all matters relating to the taking of photographs
for the purposes of this Act, and in particular;—

(i) the mode or manner in which photographs
may be taken, and the dimensions,

21
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Service of
documents,

specifications, standards ang’ quality of
'such photographs, :

(ii) the registration of persons as photographers
for any area or areas in Ceylon, and the
circumstances in which such registration
may be allowed, refused or ‘cancelled,

(iii) the fees payable for registration as a pho-
tographer, and‘

(iv) the procedure to be followed by applicants
for registration in obtaining photographs
for the purposes of this Act ;

(f) the establishment and maintenance of registers
“and registries ; and ) :

(9) all matters incidental to, or connected with, the
matters aforesaid. o :

(3) No regulation made by the Minister under this
Act shall come into force until it has been approved
by the House of Representatives, and notification of
such approval is published in the Gazette,

(4) Every regulation made by the Minister under
this Act shall, on its coming into force as herein before
povided, be as valid and effectual as if it weré herein
enacted. e : 2

53. (1) Save as otherwise expressly provided in this
Act, any document, decision or other matter which is
required by or under this Act to be served, on, or noti-
fied to, any person shall, if it is not served on, or notified
personally to, such person, be deemed to have been duly
served or notified—

(a) if it is left at the usual or last known place of
abode or of business of such person, or, in

case such person is resident in an estate, if it -

is left with the Superintendent of that estate
for transmission to such person ; or .

(b) if it is sent to him by post in a registered letter
addressed to his last known place of abode or
of business, or in case such person is resident
on any estate, if it is sent by post in a registered

® letter addressed to the Superintendent of that
estate for transmission to such person,
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(
( * (2) In this section— P
(a) the term “document™ means any order, notice,
or other document by whatsoever name or
( designation called ; asd
(b) the term “ Superintendent ~, i%relation to any
estate, means the persom in charge of that
estate by whatsoewer mame or designation
LY ﬁ : called.
‘n 54. All sums paid or recovered by way of fees, fines Fees, fines
the and penalties under this Act shall be credited to 300 . .
the Consolidated Fund of Ceylon. g:tirhedited
0 the
Consolidated
Fund of
" ' Ceylon.
55. In this Act unless the comtext otherwise ynterpreta-

requires— tion.

* “appropriate appointed period”, im relation to a
person liable to registration, means the
period within which such persom is required,
by virtue of the operation of section 7 or any
Order made thereunder, to apply for regis-
tration under and in accordamce with the
provisions of this Act;

“ appropriate Certifying Officer”, in relation to any
applicant for registration or amy registered
person, means the Certifying Officer within

A : whose area of appointment such applicant or

person, as the case may be, is ordinarily resi- (110, 8 of107.)
dent ;

“ appropriate Tribunal”, in relation to an appeal
from the decision of the Commissioner on an

J application for registration or for the dupli-

cate of an identity card, means a Registra-

tion of Persons Tribunal for the district from

p . Wwhich the application was made ;

“ Assistant Commissioner ” means a person appoin-
ted to be, or to act as, an Assistant Commis-
sioner for the Registration of Persons for the
purposes of this Act;

“Certifying Officer” means a person appointed to
be, or to act as, a Certifying Officer for the
purposes of this Act;
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“ Commissioner ” means a person appointed to be
or to act as, the Commissioner for the Regis-
tration of Persons for ‘the purposes of this
Act;

of this Act;

“ district means and administrative district
established under the Administrative Districts
Act; ~

any person, and in particular in the case of
any estate, includes any Superintendent,
Assistant Superintendent, Conductor or
Kangany ;

“Government Agent” means the Government
Agent for ga district, and includes any
Assistant Governmentr Agent, or any Addi-
tional Assistant Government Agent, for that,
district, or any Office Assistant, or any extra
Qffice. Assistant, to such Government Agent;

“holder’, in relation to an identity card, means
a person to whom such card is issued under
this Act;

“identity card” means an identity card issued by
the Commissioner under this Act, and includes
a duplicate thereof so issued ;

“person” means an individual ;

“ person liable to registration ” means a person who,
under the provisions of this Act, is liable to
registration ;

“registered person ” means a person registered in
the Register of Persons under this Act;

“Registration Officer " means a person appointed
to be, or to act as, a Registration Officer for
the purposes of this Act ;

24
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“ Register of Persons ” means the Register of Persons
and includes amy part thereof, opened an
maintained by the Commissioner under this
Act; 7

“ registered photograpber™ means a 'gerson regis-
tered as a pbrtographer under the provisions
of any regulation made wnder this Act;

“ registered or registration™ means registered, or
registration, as the case may be, in the

Register of Persoms wnder this Act
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Registration of Persons (Amendment)
Act, No. 11 of 1981

[Certified on 27th February, 1981]

| L. D.- 0. 61/80.

K3
AN ACT TO AMEND THE REGISTRATION OF PERSONS ACT,
» No. 32 OF 1968

4 BE it emacted by the Parliament of the Democratic Socialist
Republic of Sri Lanka as follows:—

L - This f\ct may be cited as the Registration of Persons
{Ameadment) Act, No. 11 of 1981.

2 Sectiom 2 of the Registration of Persons Act, No. 32 of
1968 (heremafier referred to as the “principal enactment”) is
Ieseby ameaded, by the substitution, for subsection (1) thereof,
of the following subsection:—

"X1) Every person whois in, or enters, Sri Lanka on or after the
appomted date, and has attained, or attains, the age of sixteen
years, not being a person—

- (@) whois not liable to registration by virtue of the operation
of the provisions of subsection (2); or

H 3 (b) who has entered, or enters, Sri Lanka before or on or after
that date in contravention of the provisions of section

g 10 of the Immigrants and Emigrants Act; or
> (¢) who remains in Sri Lanka on or after that date in
“ contravention of the provisions of section 15 of that

Act; or

- (d) whois liable to removal to India from Sri Lanka under
section 15 of the Indo-Ceylon Agreement
(Implementation) Act, No. 14 of 1967,

shall be a person liable to registration.”.

3. (1) Any person who, on the day prior to the date of
commencement of this Act, had attained the age of sixteen years
but bad not attained the age of eighteen years and was therefore
mot a person liable to registration under subsection (1) of section
2 of the principal enactment, and on such date becomes so liable
by virtue of the provisions of that section as amended by this Act,
shall be deemed not to be guilty of an offence under section 44 of
the principal enactment, provided that such person makes an
. application within the prescribed period for such registration
. mmder and in accordance with the provisions of that enactment.

Short title.
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(2) In this section, “prescribed period” means the period
within which any person referred to in subsection (1) is required :
by virtue of any regulation made under section 52, read with
subsection (4) of section 7, of the principal enactment, t0 apply
for registration under and in accordance with the provisions of
that enactment.




